orn on January 6, 1927 in the quiet district

of Big Woods in the yam’sﬁ of St. Elizabeth, he

attended the e[ementary schools (now CPn’mary)

in that community. During this time he yrqpareof

ﬁimsegc for entry into Mico Teachers’ T raining

Cof&zge 6y sitting 1st, ond and 3rd Jamaica
Local Examinations.

On yassing these examinations then, one would
ﬁno[ emp[oymem‘ inthe area of Government or the
Private Sector. He needed to have eigﬁt su@’ects
with an oytiona[ su@’ect in the 3rd Vear, and 1f
one fai[ecf one su@’ect, you would have faifecf the
entire examination. Hard work and consistency
were the requisites for success i those c[ays.

Tn1949he oyteaf tojoin theJamaica Consmﬁufary
Force, Being one of the ﬁ’rst Yecruits of the then
Commissioner, ‘Mr, Calver.

T mining was done at the Elleston Road Police
@e}oot, where upon.comp ﬂetion, hewas tmnsﬁweof
to the Joam’sﬁ of St. Ann.

‘Aﬁer Syencfing some time in this ]ocm’sﬁ, fe was
then tmnsfewec[ to S}oecia[ Branch Head Quarters
in Kingston where he spent the better part of s
service, retiring in 1987 at the rank of ‘Assistant
Commissioner of Police.

M. Larchin Astlep Buchanan
. Founding Father of JPCCU

He is twice married and the fatﬁer of four
children.

Mr. Buchanan recalls the Jaroﬁﬁems the eleven
visionaries had with then commissioner, Col. R.T.
Mitchelin in 1954-1955, in attem]oting to get
the Police Credit Union started. It was no easy
task. Mr. ‘Mitchelin said, he was not encoumging
members cyc the Force to borrow money, tﬁey
should put their money in the banks and Euifafing
societies. Perseverance was the mow’ng factor, and
S0 in []ufy 1955 the eleven men, with one sﬁi[ﬁ’ng
each, founc[ec[ the Jamaica Police Co-operative
Credit Union.

CFfaving gotten that hurdle out cf the way, there
were many others to cross, we had to get the
Credit Union manned, tﬁey could not aﬁomf
getting someone from the outside of the Force,
and to get a member of the force was like going
around the walls of Terico, but where there is a

will, a way will be founc{.

We had to get to other “T op Ranﬁing Members
of the Force”, and so on a one to one ayymacﬁ
meeting with the Deputy Commissioner, ‘Mr.
L P R Q%rowning, Messers Noel Croswell, A.
(jow[on Langcfon, Basil Robinson, we were able
to get the services of the late josqoﬁ E. Tolluch to
be the Secremry and Treasurer of the Union.

Wewere given a [ittle room over at the east street
canteen, but with the movement growing wewere
moved to ‘Elleston Road, then to ’.F[oye Road,
back to ‘Elleston Road and then eventua[[y
Church Street. This Buifcfing we yurcﬁasec[ for

ding Sather's Story

ourselves without Eowowing a penny.

Perseverance, hard, and conscientious work
Bm’ngs success. T¢ oafay, T am the onfy suwi\/ing
member @C the eleven founafing fatﬁers, and 7 am
great[y tﬁanﬁfu[ to the ‘A[migﬁty for a[[owing
others and myseg[ to be of such service ]aaw’ng
the way for the younger genemtion to build
on.

When one looks at the memﬁersﬁiy toafay, the
services oﬁerec[ to members, the wicfening of
the bond, the branches and agencies across the

isfam{, one must be jorouc[ of the founcfafion
[aid.

My ﬁoye is that the Credit Union will be
yroper[y manageof, 6y the Board and esyeciaﬁy
the Supervisory Committee, (“the Watch CDog”)
of the Credit union, and everyjone, not Biting
oﬁ more than you can chew at anyone time,
but ]oroviofing a service that every member will

be ﬁay}oy with.

‘My health is faifing, and again, Twish members
tounderstand the dlﬁcu[ty the founcfing fatﬁers
had in Em’nging this Police Credit Union into
Being, and tﬁerefore it must not be taken for

granted, nor treated lightly.

M&ly you gTOWﬁ’OT}’L St’rengtﬁ to Sﬁ’éﬂgtﬁ!

Interview conducted by Rev. Guy S. Roberts on the 17.03.2008
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